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mimosas available for guests.

“It’s just a powerful moment
to know that we have survi-
vors here,” said Katrina Hall,
events coordinator at Parady
Financial Group. “We are all
touched by somebody who has
been affected by breast cancer,
and what a statement for us all
tobe in one spot and to be able
to bring awareness to breast
cancer. That’s what this whole
event is about — and women’s
empowerment.”

The fundraiser included a
lunch and fashion show, with
clothing provided by Antho-
ny’s Ladies Apparel, as well as
a silent auction that benefited
Angel Wigs of Hope and the
Community Medical Care
Center in Leesburg,.

To kick things off, Hall
and Karen Schafer, an event
planner for Parady, welcomed
everyone.

“Each year we come together
not only to showcase stun-
ning designs but to honor
those impacted by breast
cancer and to bring support
to this essential cause,” Hall
said. “Today, we celebrate the
beauty of fashion alongside
the strength and resilience of
those affected by the disease.
Your participation today helps
us shine a light on the impor-
tance of awareness, support
and hope. Together we can
ensure that no one faces breast
cancer alone.”

Next, breast cancer survi-
vors were brought on
stage and each was given a
pinkrose as the crowd cheered.

Diane Weekley received
a rose. She has been a breast
cancer survivor for five
years and said she felt a lot of
support from the room as she
stood on stage.

The Village of Pennecamp
resident has attended Parady’s
event for the last few years and

loves being part of it.

“I want to support people
with cancer, and I think it’s
uplifting for people to see we
can survive,” Weekley said.

After aluncheon, volunteers
modeled fashions from the
spring, summer and fall lines
at Anthony’s Ladies Apparel,
which has alocation in Colony
Plaza.

Gwen Frey was one of the
models. She has been part of
the fashion show in the past
and said she always enjoys
getting to be on stage.

“It’s great to showcase the
store,” the Village of Dunedin
resident said.

rey has been a client of

Parady for almost eight
years and participates or
attends every fundraising
event the company hosts.

“They do phenomenal
community service,” she said.

“The Parady Cares Founda-
tion is just phenomenal. They
reach from young to old.”

Along with the fashion show,
several tables were set up with
dozens of items up for auction
from businesses in The
Villages and beyond. Jewelry,
gift cards and excursions were
just a few of the items up for
bid.

Representatives of Angel
Wigs of Hope and the Commu-
nity Medical Care Center also
were on hand to share infor-
mation about their organiza-
tions and how Parady’s event
benefits them.

Each organization received
$10,000 from the event.

Angel Wigs of Hope is a
nonprofit ministry of Hope
Lutheran Church that
provides new wigs for free to
women who are dealing with
the effects of cancer treatment.
The organization also provides
patients with hats, turbans,
night caps and other accesso-
ries they might need.

Since forming about three
years ago, the organization has
helped hundreds of women,

including about 110 women
so far this year. The donation
from Parady makes it possible
for Angel Wigs of Hope to help
even more women.

“It gives us a boost where
we need it and enables us to
continue to buy quality wigs
for our gals that come in
for us,” said Marie Hulsizer,
president and founder of
Angel Wigs of Hope. “That’s
what we want.”

The Community Medical
Care Center in Leesburg is
a nonprofit free clinic that
helps patients without access
to quality medical care. The
organization is able to provide
more free mammograms
because of Parady’s breast
cancer event.

“It’s incredible that they do
this for us,” said Tammy Youn-
gren, ministry director for the
care center.

Senior writer Summer Jarro
can be reached at 352-753-1119,
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Pauline Cacace,

from left, of the Village
El Cortez, Jackie
Campbell, of the
Village of Calumet
Grove, Gwen Frey, of
the Village of Dunedin,
Mary Gillen, of the
Village of Fernandina
and Kathy Penno,

of the Village of
Buttonwood, model
clothes from Anthony's
Ladies Apparel during
Parady Financial
Group’s 12th Annual
Classic Hollywood

for the Cure Breast
Cancer Fashion

Show & Fundraiser

on Wednesday at the
Brownwood Hotel

and Spa.
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ext. 5404, or summer.jarro@ Susan Walker, left, of the Village of Fernandina, raises her hand to receive a prize from
volunteer Jessica Meier, of the Village of Calumet Grove, after winning an auction item.
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GRAND BRUNCH BUFFET

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28 , 1AM-4PM

$70 PER PERSON* | $25 KIDS 5-12
RESERVATIONS NOW OPEN!
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OVERWEIGHT???

for clothes without getting

the MRC team was priceless.
e | have never felt better!

- Compounded Semaglutide
Tirzepatide

- Easy to follow menu plans

- Dr. Approved
- Love your results!

META3OLIC
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WEIGHT LOSS SPECIALISTS

o Inow look forward to going shopping
frustrated.

e The support and encouragement from

- Now offering Facial Enhancement

- Weight loss solutions that work
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Care Credit! \

Success stories shown are from actual Metabolic Research Center clients

who followed the MRC program, prepared their own food, visited their center /.
regularly and committed to their success. Results are not typical and may vary.
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352-561-2327

2905 Traverse Trail - Grand Traverse Plaza, Next to Subway

3397 Wedgewood Ln - Southern Trace Plaza off CR 466

* Behind

Culver's

R

M A

ITALIAN STEAKHOUSE

Ending Soon! Thursdays!

VIP Members get 25% Off

Any One Entree at Lunch or Dinner
When You Use Your VIP Card
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Thursdays for a Limited Time
Three Special Courses 29.99

Featuring 170z Porterhouse, Halibut Piccata ,
BBQ Rack of Ribs, Lobster & Shrimp Fettuccine

Served with Soup or Salad & Dessert
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